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The New World Harbours 
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Dorothy Ann Klein reports that refugee chil-
dren are finding peace and security in America 
THE abundance of fresh fruit, of which bananas is their favorite, is a never ending source of 
surprise to both the Continental and English young-
sters who are living in the United States for the 
duration of the war. 
Provision of food is part of the program carried 
on by the Committee for the Care of European Chil-
dren. Organized over a year ago to sponsor the 
evacuation of children from warring countries, it 
assures their proper care while they remain here in 
the United States. 
The first problem the committee faced was the 
quota limitation on immigrants. ·within a short time 
the federal government had modified the immigra-
tion laws to provide a visa for children under sixteen 
entering this country as visitors. In return, the com-
mittee guaranteed that they would not become public 
charges and that their care would meet the standards 
of the Children's Bureau of the Department of Labor. 
Next the committee organized a nationwide infor-
mation service for all interested people. This func-
tioned through 175 local committees, composed of 
representatives from various social agencies as well 
as enthusiastic citizens. 
While these committees were contacting future fos-
ter parents and giving others interested an opportunity 
to help with the work, the American Committee for 
Evacuation of Children in London was acting as an 
affiliate of the American committee. The London 
group received and registered requests for evacua-
tion of children, selected those to be sent, helped 
with transportation arrangements, provided social in-
formation regarding the children and their families 
and arranged for medical examinations and escorts 
for the voyage. 
A reception unit of the committee took the chil-
dren to temporary reception centers, three of which 
were in New York and one in Canada. There the 
children were examined by a pediatrician for colds, 
bruises, measles and other health defects. 
At these centers they began their adjustment to 
normal living. Additional clothing was supplied and 
an extensive program of recreation was provided. 
Story-telling through the New York City public 
library, tours of the city and the ·world's Fair, movies 
and auto races were among the activities planned to 
European as well as American children may find the happi· 
ness in health that is gained only through adequate nutrition 
interest the children and make them feel at home 
in their new surroundings. 
One hundred and ninety-six private child care 
agencies throughout the United States were designated 
by the Children's Bureau to cooperate with the com-
mittee. Their responsibilities were inspection of 
homes offered to guest children, placement of the 
refugees in appropriate foster homes and continued 
check-up on the care of these children after place-
ment. The committee attempted to place the children 
in environments where they would be most contented, 
physically and spiritually. In few cases has anyone 
had to be changed from one home to another. 
The financial support has come mainly from 
voluntary contributions. Seventy-five dollars will take 
a refugee child from Marseilles to Lisbon while three 
hundred will pay for his ocean passage. 
Since September, 1938, 6500 children have entered 
the United States, 3439 being accompanied by par-
ents or relatives. Twenty-four hundred were unac-
companied, this number including the 1584 who 
arrived independent of the committee. 
The large scale evacuation which had been planned 
when the committee began its work was suspended 
October 3, 1940, after the sinking of the "City of 
Benares." However, 870 English children were 
brought to America before October 3 through the 
work of the committee here in collaboration with 
the London committee. 
Those 870 refugees are now living in 21 states, 
including Iowa. Eight are in Canada and one is 
in Hawaii. Twenty-two children from Continental 
Europe have come to the United States, but due to 
the chaotic conditions there, the United States com-
mittee plans to concentrate on evacuating the Eng-
lish children as the first stage of the program. 
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